The Church Mouse
We gather joyfully to worship God and go out with
gladness to do Christ’s work.

Dear St. John's,
Thank you for a wonderful Holy Week and Easter! Our God is indeed a LIVING God, active and
alive and present in our world, each and every moment - showering us with love and blessings and
the beauty of this world.
As I made the drive to Asheville on this perfectly gorgeous, sunshine-filled morning,
I noticed the many, many shades of green erupting in the landscapes. I wonder how many there
are? Along the French Broad River in Transylvania County, the shrubbery is showing
forth many lighter greens, and later the view of the river will be blocked by their full-grown
presence, but for now they filter the light and bring a newness to the view
The darkest pines seem like a forgotten background, outshone by all the new leaves that will fall
in the fall, while not long ago those dark pines were all the green there was. The lightest greens
seem to be the trees just budding forth, and I found myself wondering as I drove along whether it all
seems to be one big shade of "green" by mid-summer. But the
varieties of green are dazzling; they bespeak God's desire for abundance, and God's love
of variety in our world.
The trees at home are so tall they reach to the top of the sky -- and my late winter view of the
mountains behind them is almost gone now. The fields and grasses are green, too, some as light as
lime juice; others as full and bright as Crayola's brightest. Most grow freely, but
along my drive there are some nicely coiffed trees beautifying a home landscape.
Green is the color of newness, and freshness, and LIFE! How fitting that God has painted so
much of our landscape in all its various shades. Evidence of our living God. Reminding us that life
begins anew every day, and that God is making all things new! Happy Easter, Blessed Spring!
As I head out to Iona on my pilgrimage tomorrow - rejoicing in the gift of a week there,
with John Philip Newell, Celtic Christian guru of our age, I look forward to being steeped
in God's green presence in that ancient spiritual place discovered by St. Columba in about
560. Christians have lived and visited there over all the centuries, in the Celtic mode - full of nature
and finding God in all the colors and vistas of nature. I bid your prayers for this time.
(Con nued on page 4)
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praying for another, being a link to God’s
healing grace.

Through the Senior
Warden’s Eyes



Lucia Hall watching Joan at the altar as she
prepared the Eucharistic vessels.

Grace-filled moments often
catch my attention at St.



David Hilton and John Sumner laughing with

John’s. I’d like to share

gusto over a shared joke during their shift in

some with you:

the kitchen.





Paul Templon’s laughing

These are a few examples of the variety of ways

eyes as we connect over a lighter moment

our church family share in making St. John’s a

in a sermon.

wonderful place to be.

“Good job reading,” during the exchange of
the Peace, encouraging our lay readers.



Young people participating in our worship

Walt Ward’s patience with Mother Nature’s
bountiful precipitation as he oversees the
fence project.









Hi all! Over the past couple of months I have been
working to familiarize myself with the functionality of
our website and update some things such as
content, calendar and photos. There is still a lot to

Javi Suarez darting from his spot next to a

be done, but as of now the calendar is up-to-date

recently dug hole for a fence post to do

with upcoming events, and I am in the process of

what he could for a parishioner who had

uploading some of the wonderful photos you all

fallen.

have sent in. (Thanks very much for providing those

Nico Suarez reading a Shel Silverstein

feature of the website. We have added an alert

poem and telling hilarious jokes at our

message that we can customize in the case of

Laetere Lunch celebration. His voice was

inclement weather (or another reason for service

loud and clear and he knew the punch lines

cancellation) that will show up at the top of the home

well!

page of the website. It's nothing fancy but will be

- keep it up!) I do want to tell you about a new

Louise Tillman slipping out with Sandra to
help set up coffee hour.



We b s i t e N e w s
A note about the St. John's website:

services.


Mary Sorrells, Senior Warden

helpful for our members as well as anyone who may
have been planning to visit that Sunday. When you
get a chance, take a look at the website, especially

Ben and George washing dishes following

the Events tab. I am fairly new to website

the Laetere celebration. They were not on

maintenance and design so it may not look like

the schedule, but helped out because there

much, but know that we are working to make the St.

were a lot of dishes!

John's website current and functional for all.

Prior to the church service, a member

Thank you! Abby Suarez
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afterwards.
When the vestry began looking at ways we

Clean Angels

could be better stewards, the issue of disposable

The Clean Angels clean

plastic vs reusable silverware and cups came up.

the church and the parish

We knew that changing to multi-use utensils,

hall. Our turns come up

glasses, and mugs would add more time to

once every six weeks. There is something

cleaning up after coffee hour. Happily, thirteen

intimate and satisfying about the

people are now taking turns washing the dishes

process. Having the number of people we do

and cleaning up the kitchen and parish hall after

participating makes it special and not a

our coffee hour, which serves ever so much

burden.

more than coffee!

Tim Rhodes, Marte Wilder, Karen and Tom

May Kitchen Helpers

Smith, Dianne and Sandra Gudger, Glenna

5

Judy Smith

Marte Wilder

Stephenson, Robert Jones, and Mary Sorrells
12 Rose Wilkerson

Walt Ward

team. David has stepped into the spot formerly

19 Paul Templon

David Hilton

filled by Joan Grant. While her heart and spirit

26 Barber Melton

John Summer

are happy to welcome David McGrath to the

wanted to take a turn in the rotation, David
wanted to lighten her load. Thank you for the
times you have cleaned, Joan. And thank you,
David, for your gift of time and talent.
Betty Holden first introduced David to St.
John’s. David has become a part of our church
community. He continues to come on his own
when Betty is out of town. He is gentle and kind
and brings gratitude and skills to the church
family.
Sunday Kitchen Clean Angels
For years, Sandra Gudger has overseen our
coffee hour food and beverage
offerings. Members of the church have also
participated intermittently in preparing and
serving countless nutritious and delicious
food. She and Dianne have also cleaned up
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3

(Con nued from page 1)

After a few days then with my son, I will return to you hopefully refreshed and renewed for our
journey forward together.
Do me a favor, and count the shades of green you see outside this spring! I think the number
must be millions, at least!
In Christ's love,
Joan
A Christian Symbol
7-Pointed Star
This star represents Isaiah’s list of
the gifts of the Spirit to be revealed in the
Branch of Jesse — that is, Christ:
“The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him
— the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and
of might, the Spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the LORD — and he will
delight in the fear of the
LORD” (Isaiah 11:2-3, NIV). Some
baptism and confirmation liturgies
pray for God to “stir up in” the newly
baptized or confirmed “the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in [God’s] presence.”

1 - Lila Ward

24 - Joan Pentecost

4 - Robert Jones

27 - Lewis Blodgett

4 - Ed Seel

28 - Karen Smith

4 - Socorro Turner

28 - Abigail Suarez

2 - Bill & Marian Clough

12 - Joan Grant
14 - Neil Monroe
19 - Sophia Fisher
19 - Tyler Rhodes
22 - Marte Wilder

May 12
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Book Reviews
North Carolina’s Outer Banks, the string of barrier islands that hug
the coast from the Virginia line to Ocracoke Island, have a rich
history with such notable events as England’s first attempt at
colonizing the “new world,” the capture of notorious pirate
Blackbeard, and the Wright brothers’ successful first flight near
Kitty Hawk. However, the windswept coast is also home to many
lesser-known happenings.

Chronicles of the Outer Banks: Fish Tales and Salty Gales by
Sarah Downing (The History Press, 2019), is a collection of vignettes written chiefly for Outer Banks
Milepost magazine. The author describes the book as light or popular history due to the casual tone
and length of the stories. Readers will learn about Jack Herrington, who caught the first Atlantic blue
marlin weighing over 1,000 pounds; how a 24-foot wooden likeness of Sir Walter Raleigh was
eventually decapitated in downtown Manteo; or how cranberries and caviar once supplemented the
incomes of the isolated Outer Bankers. Perfect for summer reading.

Herbert A. Johnson, John Marshall in the Supreme Court (Clark: Talbot Publishing
Co., 2019
This is an anthology of articles and essays published since 1969 when the author commenced
editing the Papers of John Marshall. It explores the leadership and work of Chief Justice Marshall
during his membership on the Supreme Court of the United States from 1801 to his death in 1835.

Newsletter Editor
I am a new member at St. John’s. Moved to
Asheville area past October. Had lived in Lake
Lure NC for 28 years before moving to
Leicester. I am diocesan ECW president. I
write poetry, short stories and create art from
homemade paper. I look forward to creating a
monthly newsletter for St. John’s and hope
you will help me create a newsletter each
month that will tell the story of St. John’s and
its church family. Mary Ann Ransom
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Playground workday
Early stages of putting in a fence around the
children’s playground.
Submitted by,
Mary Sorrells

Zevi Hall, Kim Hall, Javi Suarez and Socorro Turner

Walt Ward, Socorro Turner, David McGrath, Lucia
Hall, Bo Reed, & Kim Hall

David McGrath

Zevi Hall, Kim Hall, Javi Suarez, Socorro Turner & David McGrath
Javi Suarez and Ben Hall
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May 2019 Service Ministries
May 5

May 12

May 19

May 26

Vestry Person of the
Day

Mary Sorrells

Karen Smith

Sarah Downing

Ed Seel

Ushers

Sharon Rhodes

Walt Ward

Marte Wilder

Walt Ward

Marte Wilder

Lila Ward

Sarah Downing

Lila Ward

Ben Hall

Susan Fisher

Warren Sproul

Sarah Downing

Chris Rhodes

Rose Wilkerson

Tim Rhodes

Bill Hall

Crucifer

Nico Suarez

Chris Rhodes

Tim Rhodes

Socorro Turner

OT Lector

Roberta Rhodes Mary Sorrells

Karen Smith

Pat Leckey

Epistle Lector

Tom Smith

Susan Fisher

Judy Smith

Stacy Anderson

Stacy Anderson

Barber Melton

Mary Sorrells

Chalice Ministers

Prayers of the People Ann Warren
Healing Ministry

Donna Cook

Mary Sorrells

Rose Wilkerson

Donna Cook

Counters

Pat Leckey

Pat Leckey

Chris Rhodes

Pat Leckey

Mary Sorrells

Karen Smith

Margaret King

Ed Seel

Jack Rhodes

Barber Melton

Roberta Rhodes

Stacy Anderson

Shirley Pope

Ed Seel

Karen Smith

Leslie Anderson

Flower Guild

Karen Smith

Judy Smith

Warren Sproul

Karen Smith

Torch Bearers

Socorro Turner

Altar Guild

Ben Hall
May 2019 Clean Angels
April 29-May5

May 6-12

May 13-19

May 20-26

May 27-June2

Mary Sorrells

Tom Smith

Tim Rhodes

Sandra Gudger

David McGrath

Karen Smith

Marte Wilder

Dianne Gudger

Glenna
Stephenson
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Upcoming Events
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290 Old Haw Creek Rd.
Asheville NC 28805
(828) 298‐3553
stjohnsasheville@gmail.com
www.stjohnsasheville.og
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