The Church Mouse

We gather joyfully to worship God and go out with
gladness to do Christ’s work.

March - April 2017
Richard Rohr writes:
A New Testament
scripture for the season
might be this: “The
time has come, the
kingdom of God is now
at hand. Change and
believe the good
news!”
Jesus' very first words in the Gospels are a
call to change. Isn't it strange that so much of
the religion formed in his revolutionary name
has been a love of the past and a protection of
the status quo?
Lent is intended to lead us into an always
hidden future and an always greater
opportunity, and it is in truth -- a future created by God -- but still unknown to us. We now
enter Lent with a new and open horizon, ready
to both expect and work for God's ever new
springtime."
My prayer for each of you is that this Lenten
season will be holy, will invite you into spiritual
growth, and will deepen your relationship with
our God.

Joan

Important Dates
March 1 — Ash Wednesday
March 9 —S oup Supper with film, 13th
March 12 — Spring Forward, Daylight Savings
March 16 — Potluck Supper and Stations of the
Cross at St. Matthias
March 29 — Parish out to lunch at Corner
Kitchen
March 30 — Book Discussion, Just Mercy
April 9 — Palm Sunday at St. Matthias
April 13 — Maundy Thursday at St. John’s
April 14 — Good Friday at St. John’s
April 15 — Holy Saturday and Vigil at St. John’s
April 16 — Easter with Egg Hunt and Feast at St.
John’s

April 21-23 — Bicentennial of the Episcopal
Church in North Carolina, New Bern
April 26 — Parish out to lunch at Roberta
Rhodes’ Home

Annual Meeting

New Vestry members were elected at
the Annual Meeting Feb. 12; they
are: Sarah Downing, Mary Sorrells, and Beebe Woodside. The Vestry will
hold its annual retreat March 31 and April 1.

Many thanks to our outgoing Vestry members, who have served well these
last three years: Leslie Anderson, Susan Fisher, and Ed Seel.

Our Senior Warden for the coming year will again be Dianne Gudger, and our Junior
Warden will be Tom Smith. Chris Rhodes will continue as Treasurer, and Sara Davis will
serve as the Clerk to the Vestry.
Chris Rhodes' reported that our financial picture is good, with pledging up several
thousand dollars for the year. His excellent presentation made looking at the numbers
fun!
Chris Rhodes also reported that we will begin a new Ministries Registry program. When
anyone makes an expenditure on behalf of the church, they need to be sure that it is
approved in advance by the ministry leader responsible for that line item in the budget. The account numbers are posted on the wall in the hall. The book will be available
in the copy room. In the book is a checkbook-like sheet to keep track of each line item
in the budget. Reimbursement forms are available in the right side of the mailboxes in
the hall in the Parish Hall.
Also, whenever anyone makes a donation in kind to the parish, if you produce the receipt, we can keep track of those donations so that you will know at year's end what
you can deduct for income tax purposes. If you have any questions, please let Chris
know.

For information about St. John’s, please check our website,
stjohnsasheville.org.
For current news items happening at St. John’s and the Episcopal
world, “like” us on Facebook: St. John’s Episcopal Church, Asheville.
If you would like to receive information about current events at S.
John’s, please sign-up for our e-mail list at stacyanderson@bellsouth.net.
②

Gifts were given in honor of Dianne Gudger by
Genevieve Butler and Sarah McDuffie.

Lenten Study

Beginning Sunday, March 5 at
10:00 a.m., the Rev. Carol
Jablonski will lead a Lenten study on Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
the German Lutheran pastor who worked against Hitler
during World War II, and who was ultimately martyred. She
has studied Bonhoeffer in depth, so this should be a meaty
program! Please sign up on the bulletin board in the
Parish Hall - and consider ordering a study guide either used, about $5.00, or new, about $10.00. There
will be a total of four sessions continuing through the
4th Sunday in Lent, March 26.

Going to the Margins
On Thursday, March 9, our Going to the Margins ministry will
show the film, 13th, about the 13th Amendment, tracking racial
oppression from the time of slavery to the present day, and
focusing on today's prison population. We will gather for soup at
6:00 p.m., begin the film at 6:45 p.m., and follow it up with discussion. Please sign up on the wall in the hall!!
On Thursday, March 30, we will follow this up with a discussion of
the book Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson who is executive director
of the Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama, and a
professor of law at New York University Law School. He has won relief for dozens of
condemned prisoners, and argued five times before the Supreme Court. Books are
available on amazon.com for $9.99 Kindle version, $10.00 paperback. If you would like
us to order one for you, please let Joan know.
③

Around the Diocese
A Celebration of the Bicentennial of the Episcopal
Diocese of North Carolina, 1817-2017
On behalf of the three Episcopal Dioceses of North Carolina, we invite members
from across the state to gather at Christ Church in New Bern over the weekend
of April 21-23, 2017, to celebrate the Bicentennial of the Diocese of North Carolina. New
Bern is our gathering place because we all owe our origins to a group of three clergymen
and six laymen, representing four churches, who met at Christ Church on April 24, 1817, to
organize a new diocese comprising the entire state. This small group held a service, adopted a constitution, elected delegates to General Convention, and invited the Bishop of Virginia to provide temporary Episcopal oversight.
As time went on, more and more churches opened across the state and more Episcopal
oversight was needed. The challenges of travel and time led in 1883 to the creation of the
new Diocese of East Carolina with its own bishop. Continued church growth brought another
division in 1895, first as the Missionary District of Asheville, then as the Diocese of Western
North Carolina in 1922.
To honor this small but significant beginning in a special way, we welcome the Most Rev.
Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal Church and 11th Bishop of
the Diocese of North Carolina, as our preacher for the Bicentennial Festival Eucharist on
Saturday, April 22.
Ticket information for each Diocese will be posted after the new
year. A tentative schedule follows:






Fri. April 21 History Program,
Evening Prayer & Reception
Sat. April 22 Guided Walking
Tour, Festival Eucharist,
Luncheon & Special Tour of
Tryon Palace
Sun. April 23 Holy Eucharist at
St. Cyprian's Church or Christ
Church
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March 12
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